
11/30/2016 The Gilded Age Era: Vincent Astor Townhouse

http://thegildedageera.blogspot.com/2012/06/vincent­astor­townhouse.html 1/8

Thursday, June 21, 2012

Vincent Astor Townhouse
"The golden gleam of the gilded
surface hides the cheapness of the
metal underneath..."

A weekly blog keeping alive the Gilded
Age Era and the mansions, parties,
yachts and people that made it so
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Vincent Astor was described as the richest kid in the world, a
title he had been given rather than had earned. His
seemingly endless fortune came not from hard work and
years of saving but from his enormously wealthy father and
his enormously wealthy family, who not only had the benefit
of being one of the wealthiest families in the United States
but also one of the most socially prominent. This was all
made possible by Vincent's grandmother Caroline
Schermerhorn Astor who was know simply as The Mrs.
Astor, The dowager queen of New York City society. The
Astors were an  extremely wealthy family of slumlords whose
fortune was found by the patron of the family John Jacob
Astor who was a fur trader and real estate mogul. Vincent's
father, John IV, had built the most luxurious hotel in the
world, the Waldorf­Astoria. Sadly, though, John did not live
very long and perished on the Titanic at almost age fifty. His
larger than life fortune was left mostly intact to Vincent some
$87 million with a $10 million trust to his daughter Alice and a
$7 million trust and $1 million going to his second wife,
Madeleine. Madeleine had received most of the residences
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all to be given up if she remarried. Well madeleine did
remarry and the houses went to Vincent. Vincent later on
sold the properties and instead of the massive Fifth Avenue
mansion he had received he commissioned a small
townhouse. The architect he chose was Mott B. Schmidt
 and soon Schmidt submitted plans for an Adam­inspired
townhouse with a floor plan designed for comfort.

                                                                  Floor Plans

The interiors would be comfortable although still designed for
entertainment. The biggest room in the house was the living
room which would on occasion double as the ballroom.
During huge balls the entire second floor was opened up to
create one massive ballroom. His second wife, Brooke, had
her bedroom on the second floor in the front while his was
toward the back on the third floor. 
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                          The Living Room Which on Occasion Would
Become The Ballroom

                                                               Living Room Doorway

                                                                The Dining Room 
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                                                             Entrance Hall Fireplace

                                                              Second Floor Hall

                                                                      Stair Hall

Astor latter on decided he no longer wanted the expense of
maintaining a city townhouse and moved to an apartment at
120 East End Avenue. The home was latter bought Junior League
which still maintains it today.   
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Posted by Tyler Hughes at 8:30 AM 

*Note all photos and floor plans except for the first photo
come from Mott B. Schmidt the first one comes from
Wikipedia
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3 comments:

The Devoted Classicist July 1, 2012 at 5:42 PM

I have long admired this handsome house.

Reply

Tyler Hughes July 2, 2012 at 8:03 AM

Yes  indeed  it  is  very  wonderful,  I  am  so  glad  that  this
remarkable piece of history has been saved.

Reply

Ryan December 31, 2012 at 8:34 PM

Aside from the Anne Morgan townhouse on Sutton Place,
which is also a Mott B. Schmidt design, I think this may be
my all time favorite New York home. I've seen that picture
of  the  dining  room  before,  though  and  have  been
confused  by  it.  If  you  look  at  the  floor  plan,  the  dining
room's fireplace is on the right and the windows are at the
back,  but  in  the  picture,  the  fireplace  and  windows  don't
show this arrangement. I'm not sure how that happened.

Reply

building served as the university's
...
2 years ago

Golden Newport
Hammersmith Farm,
The Auchincloss
Estate ­
Hammersmith Farm
was the large estate
of the Auchincloss

Family. Today, the estate is owned
by a different family than the
Auchinclosss, although they sti...
4 years ago

Behind The Hedgerow
Back by popular demand! ­ More
showings, more free DVDs... Join
us this weekend at the Jane
Pickens in Newport!
5 years ago

Beechwood's Owner Has Museum
Plan
Looking Back at Manhattan's Lost
Gilded Age Mansions
My Newport
College at Florham: History of The
Estate
Mrs. Astor's Mansion
Schoolfield Country House
Gilded Age Architecture
Wakehurst
Newport Mansions
Remnants of The Vanderbilt
Mansion in New York City
Vanderbilt Family Houses & Estates
Newport Restoration Foundation
Vinland

My Link List

https://www.blogger.com/profile/09804014270509565721
http://thegildedageera.blogspot.com/2012/06/vincent-astor-townhouse.html
https://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=2585753048698058724&postID=4306123983866953304&target=email
https://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=2585753048698058724&postID=4306123983866953304&target=blog
https://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=2585753048698058724&postID=4306123983866953304&target=twitter
https://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=2585753048698058724&postID=4306123983866953304&target=facebook
https://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=2585753048698058724&postID=4306123983866953304&target=pinterest
https://thegildedageera.blogspot.com/logout?d=https://www.blogger.com/logout-redirect.g?blogID%3D2585753048698058724%26postID%3D4306123983866953304
http://tdclassicist.blogspot.com/
http://thegildedageera.blogspot.com/2012/06/vincent-astor-townhouse.html?showComment=1341189738949#c9177813267052201510
javascript:;
https://www.blogger.com/profile/09804014270509565721
http://thegildedageera.blogspot.com/2012/06/vincent-astor-townhouse.html?showComment=1341241388609#c5345880107593796115
javascript:;
https://www.blogger.com/profile/12183744621319137043
http://thegildedageera.blogspot.com/2012/06/vincent-astor-townhouse.html?showComment=1357014847204#c1587942932124934365
javascript:;
http://goldennewport.blogspot.com/
http://goldennewport.blogspot.com/
http://goldennewport.blogspot.com/2012/11/hammersmith-farm-auchincloss-estate.html
http://behindthehedgerow.blogspot.com/
http://behindthehedgerow.blogspot.com/2011/08/back-by-popular-demand.html
http://www.newportri.com/.../beechwood...owner-has-museum-plan/article_%20beb2358c-37c6-11e1-bd9c-001871e3ce6c.html
http://ny.curbed.com/archives/2012/02/09/looking_back_at_manhattans_lost_gilded_age_mansions.php
http://www.newyorksocialdiary.com/node/1908689
http://view.fdu.edu/?id=196
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/carnegie/gallery/astorman.html
http://www.schoolfieldcountryhouse.com/
http://architecture.about.com/cs/housetours/a/gildedage.htm
http://web.salve.edu/virtualtour/buildings/wakehurst.html
http://www.newportmansions.org/
http://newyork.untappedcities.com/2012/02/01/remnants-of-the-vanderbilt-mansion-in-new-york-city/
http://www.vanderbiltmuseum.org/home.php?section=mansion&sub=timeline
http://www.newportrestoration.com/roughPOINT/estate.html
http://web.salve.edu/virtualtour/buildings/mcauley_hall.html



