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Vincent Astor was described as the richest kid in the world, a
titte he had been given rather than had earned. His
seemingly endless fortune came not from hard work and
years of saving but from his enormously wealthy father and
his enormously wealthy family, who not only had the benefit
of being one of the wealthiest families in the United States
but also one of the most socially prominent. This was all
made possible by Vincent's grandmother Caroline
Schermerhorn Astor who was know simply as The Mrs.
Astor, The dowager queen of New York City society. The
Astors were an extremely wealthy family of slumlords whose
fortune was found by the patron of the family John Jacob
Astor who was a fur trader and real estate mogul. Vincent's
father, John IV, had built the most luxurious hotel in the
world, the Waldorf-Astoria. Sadly, though, John did not live
very long and perished on the Titanic at almost age fifty. His
larger than life fortune was left mostly intact to Vincent some
$87 million with a $10 million trust to his daughter Alice and a
$7 million trust and $1 million going to his second wife,
Madeleine. Madeleine had received most of the residences
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all to be given up if she remarried. Well madeleine did
remarry and the houses went to Vincent. Vincent later on
sold the properties and instead of the massive Fifth Avenue
mansion he had received he commissioned a small
townhouse. The architect he chose was Mott B. Schmidt
and soon Schmidt submitted plans for an Adam-inspired
townhouse with a floor plan designed for comfort.

CHAMM R, —

EHTRANCE
HALL

LIBRARY

Floor Plans

The interiors would be comfortable although still designed for
entertainment. The biggest room in the house was the living
room which would on occasion double as the ballroom.
During huge balls the entire second floor was opened up to
create one massive ballroom. His second wife, Brooke, had
her bedroom on the second floor in the front while his was
toward the back on the third floor.
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Arthur Curtiss James
commissioned the
architectural firm of Allen & Collens
of Boston to design a large mansio...

The Cornelius
. Vanderbilt Il Mansion,
i New York City
e When William Henry
Vanderbilt, the richest
man in the world at the time, died,
he left the most of his $200 million
estate divided equ...

The Astor Double
L Mansion on Fifth
| Avenue

-~ 8 The Astor Double

~ Mansion Overlooking
Central Park On a sunny, June day
while in Newport Mrs. Caroline Astor
offered her friend, ...

The Louis Stern-Hugo
Reisinger Mansion,
New York City

Louis Stern was deeply
affected by the death of
his beloved wife and he went into a
deep period of mourning, dressing

in all black and r...

The Last Vanderbilt
Stronghold, 640 Fifth
Avenue, The Home of
= Mrs. Cornelius

' Vanderbilt

Upon William Henry Vanderbilt's
death, he left his side of the
Vanderbilt triple palace in New York
City, which he had built for him...

3/8


http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-xPwY9c2kT6Y/T-M4nwfgzkI/AAAAAAAAAt4/SobV7Im7WK8/s1600/vincent-astor-plans-1.gif
http://thegildedageera.blogspot.com/2012/06/william-henry-vanderbilts-vase.html
http://thegildedageera.blogspot.com/2012/06/collis-p-huntington-mansion-on-fifth.html
http://thegildedageera.blogspot.com/2012/06/vincent-astor-townhouse.html
http://thegildedageera.blogspot.com/2012/06/astor-double-mansion-mrs-astors-side.html
http://thegildedageera.blogspot.com/2012/06/harry-payne-whitney-mansion-2-west-57th.html
http://thegildedageera.blogspot.com/2012/06/william-c-whitney-mansion-new-york-city.html
javascript:void(0)
http://thegildedageera.blogspot.com/2012_05_01_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://thegildedageera.blogspot.com/2012_04_01_archive.html
http://thegildedageera.blogspot.com/2012/07/arthur-curtiss-james-mansion-new-york.html
http://thegildedageera.blogspot.com/2012/07/the-cornelius-vanderbilt-ii-mansion-new.html
http://thegildedageera.blogspot.com/2012/07/astor-double-mansion-on-fifth-avenue.html
http://thegildedageera.blogspot.com/2012/08/the-louis-stern-hugo-reisinger-mansion.html
http://thegildedageera.blogspot.com/2012/08/the-last-vanderbilt-stronghold-640.html
http://thegildedageera.blogspot.com/2012/07/arthur-curtiss-james-mansion-new-york.html
http://thegildedageera.blogspot.com/2012/07/the-cornelius-vanderbilt-ii-mansion-new.html
http://thegildedageera.blogspot.com/2012/07/astor-double-mansion-on-fifth-avenue.html
http://thegildedageera.blogspot.com/2012/08/the-louis-stern-hugo-reisinger-mansion.html
http://thegildedageera.blogspot.com/2012/08/the-last-vanderbilt-stronghold-640.html

11/30/2016 The Gilded Age Era: Vincent Astor Townhouse

The Cornelius
Vanderbilt || Mansion
New York City
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Stair Hall

Astor latter on decided he no longer wanted the expense of
maintaining a city townhouse and moved to an apartment at
120 East End Avenue. The home was latter bought Junior League
which still maintains it today.
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*Note all photos and floor plans except for the first photo
come from Mott B. Schmidt the first one comes from
Wikipedia

Posted by Tyler Hughes at 8:30 AM
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3 comments:

Comment as:

The Devoted Classicist July 1, 2012 at 5:42 PM
| have long admired this handsome house.

Reply

Tyler Hughes July 2, 2012 at 8:03 AM

Yes indeed it is very wonderful, | am so glad that this
remarkable piece of history has been saved.

Reply

Ryan December 31, 2012 at 8:34 PM

Aside from the Anne Morgan townhouse on Sutton Place,
which is also a Mott B. Schmidt design, | think this may be
my all time favorite New York home. I've seen that picture
of the dining room before, though and have been
confused by it. If you look at the floor plan, the dining
room's fireplace is on the right and the windows are at the
back, but in the picture, the fireplace and windows don't
show this arrangement. I'm not sure how that happened.

Reply

Enter your comment...
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* Gilded Age Architecture

e Wakehurst

¢ Newport Mansions

* Remnants of The Vanderbilt
Mansion in New York City

¢ Vanderbilt Family Houses & Estates
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